
AP PSYCHOLOGY         SYLLABUS 2021-2022 
Mrs. Dill, La Jolla High School 

 

 
PURPOSE OF THE COURSE: 
The purpose of the Advanced Placement course in Psychology is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific 
study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students will be exposed to the 
psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with the subfields within psychology.  They will also learn 
about the methods psychologists' use in their science and practice. (from the Advanced Placement Course Description in 
Psychology) 
 
This course is designed to meet and exceed San Diego City School's district standards, University of California A-G 
requirements, and literacy framework, as well as La Jolla High School’s School-wide Student Learner Outcomes.  
Additionally, the course meets and exceeds the National Standards for Psychology as set forth by the American 
Psychological Association.  The standards may be viewed at the course website, or at 
http://www.apa.org/ed/natlstandards.html. 
 
 
PRIMARY TEXT: 
Myers, David G.  Psychology for AP, Second Ed. Worth Publishers, New York, NY. 2011 
 
OPTIONAL TEXTS: 
A recent AP Exam review book (If you are planning to take the AP Exam) 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. Students will prepare to take the Advanced Placement Examination in Psychology in May of 2022. 
 
2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology.  They will be able to define key terms and 

use these terms in their everyday vocabulary. 
 
3. Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research.  They will be able to devise simple research projects, 

interpret and generalize from results, and evaluate the validity of research reports. 
 
4. Students will be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives.  They will be able to recognize psychological 

principles when they are encountered in everyday situations. 
 
6. Students will learn about psychology as a profession, and become aware of the educational requirements that must 

be met to pursue such careers.  They will learn about the ethical standards governing the work of psychologists. 
 
If there is any question in your mind as to whether this is the right course for you, come talk to me. 
 
 
STUDENT SUPPORT PLAN – WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM ME: 

• Prior to beginning a new unit of study, I will outline the major objectives for our focus.  It is my goal to make 
sure you know exactly what is expected of you every step along the way. 

• During the unit of study, I will take multiple opportunities to check for understanding.  This may include: quizzes, 
quick/informal comprehension checks, exit slips, etc. 

• After assessments, we will review the test and examine which concepts we are clear on and which ones might 
need a bit more work.  You can also visit me by appointment to get a more detailed look at your tests or 
assignments. 

 

http://www.apa.org/ed/natlstandards.html


 
WHAT IS EXPECTED OF YOU: 
1. Come to class.  If you are out of school, it is your responsibility to get lecture notes and assignments from a 

classmate.  
 
2. Ask for help.  If you have trouble understanding something, ask me.  How can you get help?    
  - Ask questions before, during, and after class   
 - Arrange to meet me at lunch or afterschool. 

- Contact me by e-mail: kdill@sandi.net  
 

3. Don’t fall behind.  Set a schedule and be disciplined enough to stick to it. Complete assignments and finish readings 
on time.  Be prepared for class every day.  Review each week. 

 
4. Stay focused and engaged in class.  So much of what you need to know for AP Psychology will be covered, 

discussed, and reviewed in class.  Use this time.  Distractions such as tech, homework for other classes, etc will only 
increase your individual workload.  Additionally, there are a number of topics/studies that will be covered in class 
that are not in your textbook. 

 
5. Read actively.  Don’t just look at the words.  Preview the chapters before you begin and review frequently.  Don’t 

try to read an entire chapter in one sitting.  Pay close attention to the pictures, charts, and diagrams - they include 
important information and make the text more interesting!  Take reading notes, it will make it much easier to review 
for the exam. 

 
6. Learn the terms for the course as they relate to the field of Psychology.   
 
 
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RULES: 
1. As per current SDUSD policy, masks must be worn over your nose and mouth at all times. 
2. Cheating is NOT tolerated.  Any instance of cheating will result in a zero on the test or assignment. 
3. In accordance with district and school policy, no food or drinks are to be consumed in class.   
4. Electronic devices may be used at the discretion of the teacher.  Any tech that is interfering with your learning must 

be put away, or may be confiscated.   Recording (audio or video) is not permitted at any time in the classroom 
environment. For the protection and privacy of all students and occupants of my classroom, recording of any type 
will not be tolerated (video, still photo, and or audio) without the consent of the teacher and parents. This includes 
phones, cameras and any other form of recording device. Some exceptions will be made in with the teacher’s 
direction. 

5. YOU MUST BE RESPECTFUL OF EVERYONE IN THIS ROOM – Be a good human and do not be a distraction to your 
classmates’ learning or to instruction. 

 
 
UNIVERSAL TARDY POLICY: 

 

Tardy Consequences 

First week of 
each semester. 

The first week of each semester will be a tardy grace period; i.e., tardies will not be recorded.  
Teachers will counsel students about the tardy policy, and tardies will count thereafter. 

Level 1 For the first 1-3 tardies the teacher gives verbal warning about being tardy, institutes classroom-
based consequence at the discretion of the teacher, and makes contact home (via e-mail, letter, or 
phone call). 

Level 2 For 4-6 tardies or more, the teacher may lower the citizenship grade (for 4 tardies), make a second 
contact with parents (for 5 tardies), and write a referral for defiance (for 6 tardies). The 
counselor/administrator can assign afterschool detention. 

Level 3 For additional tardies, further interventions may include lowering the citizenship grade to a U, 

mailto:kjohnson2@sandi.net


additional referrals, parent conference, and/or Saturday School. Tardy counts reset at the semester. 
GRADING: 
Your grade will be determined by your performance on chapter tests, quizzes, assignments, two final exams, and 
research projects.  These categories are weighted as follows: 

Multiple Choice Tests 
 Free Response Tests 

 Quizzes 
 Notebooks/Classwork 

 Final 

40%  
20% 
10% 
10% 
20% 

Your grade will be updated regularly on the Powerschool system.  It is your responsibility to inform me if you feel there 
is an error in this grade.   
 
Letter grades are assigned as follows: 

100-94   A 89-87    B+ 79-77 C+ 69-67 D+ 
93-90     A- 86-84    B 76-74 C 66-64 D 
  83-80    B- 73-70      C- 63-60      D- 

 
Chapter Tests: Dates of these tests will be posted on the class website and on the front board of the classroom.  Make-
up exams are given by appointment only.  I will not remind you of this, or hunt you down, it is up to you. (Warning: All 
make-up tests are different than the test-day version.  They are usually much harder.  In addition, the curve does not 
apply to make-up tests.)   
From the La Jolla High School Behavior Code: “Test Avoidance: A pattern of absences on test days for the apparent 
advantage of performing better on the makeup test.  If a student develops a pattern of test avoidance, parents will be 
notified.  Any further absences on test days may result in the forfeiture of makeup opportunities.” 
 
Quizzes: There will be about 1-2 quizzes each chapter.  The dates may, or may not, be announced beforehand.  Make-up 
quizzes are NOT given.  Your next quiz grade will be doubled to count for the missed score.  If there are no more quizzes 
in that grading term, the next multiple choice score will be used. 
 
Final Exams: You will be given two final exams.  The first will fall on the day of semester one finals for the school.  The 
second will occur two to three weeks prior to the AP Exam in May. 
 
Projects: These projects will be given after the AP Exam in May.  Feel free to forget about it until then! 
 
Students are allowed two summative assessment retakes for the semester with the following stipulations: 

• Summative assessments include chapter or unit exams.  The course midterm and final exam will not be available 
for retake. 

• Only one retake will be allowed for the selected summative assessment. 
• All homework assignments for the unit must be completed in order to be able to retake the exam. 
• The retake exam will be comparable to the original exam, but will not be the exact same assessment.  Potential 

curves will not apply to retakes. 
• As outlined in the SDUSD grading policy, the maximum grade that can be earned in the retake is 80%, or 

“Meeting content area standards”. 
• The retake exam must be completed prior to the next exam. 
• It is up to the student to contact the teacher requesting the retake. 
• Late work will affect your citizenship grade.  See description below. 

 
New SDUSD Citizenship Marks 

Mark Explanation Grading 
Scale 

Exceeds (E) Consistently exceeds expectations in work completion, preparation, and participation, 4 



and actively contributes to the learning experiences of their peers. 

Meets (M) Consistently meets expectations: completes work on time, prepared to learn, 
participates regularly, shows respect for others, and contributes to building a positive 
community. 

3 

Inconsistent (I) Inconsistently meets expectations: occasionally completes work on time, not always 
prepared to learn, participates irregularly, and rarely works well with others. 

2 

Unsatisfactory (U) Does not meet expectations: work is habitually late, not prepared to learn, does not 
participate, and does not work well with others. 

1 

 
 
THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAMINATION IN PSYCHOLOGY: 
The exam is approximately two hours long and is intended to cover the introductory college course in psychology. It 
includes a 70-minute multiple-choice section (100 questions), and a 50-minute free-response section consisting of two 
essays. The multiple-choice section accounts for two-thirds of the exam grade, leaving the last third for the free 
response. 
 
The multiple-choice questions cover the 13 areas of scientific psychology covered in the course. In some questions, you 
may be asked to demonstrate your understanding of a psychological term.  In others you may be asked to apply 
concepts from a particular psychological theory or example of research.  The two essay may require that you analyze 
and evaluate psychological constructs and, more generally, theoretical perspectives.   
 
The test is scored on a five-point scale: 
 Extremely Well Qualified   5 Possibly Qualified    2 
 Well-Qualified    4  No Recommendation  1 
 Qualified     3 
 
Most colleges grant credit and placement for qualifying work (i.e., a grade of 3 or higher) on the examination.  Some 
require a grade of 4 or 5 and a few do not accept AP scores. 
 
COURSE PACING (*subject to change) 
 
Fall Semester  
Unit I: Psychology's History and Approaches  
Unit II: Research Methods: Thinking Critically With Psychological Science 
Unit III: Biological Bases of Behavior 
Unit IV: Sensation and Perception 
Unit V: States of Consciousness  
Unit VI: Learning 
Unit VII: Cognition  
Unit VIII: Motivation and Emotion Unit X: Personality 
 
Spring Semester  
Unit IX: Developmental Psychology 
Unit XI: Testing and Individual Differences 
Unit XII: Abnormal Psychology  
Unit XIII: Treatment of Psychological Disorders 
Unit XIV: Social Psychology 

 

 
 


