
Serial Position Effect: 
ability to remember 

information based on the 
time it is presented (earlier 

vs. later)

Priming: aka 
"memoryless memory;" 
memories are activated 

by one's unconcious 
state of awareness

Recency Effect: 
ability to easily 

recall later 
information 

quickly after the 
information is 

presented

ex) the word "rabbit" is spoken and 
you immediately think "hare" or 
"carrot;" although neither of thse 

words were mentioned, your 
unconcsious awareness incited 

that respnse/memory.

Module 32: 
Memory Storage 

and Retrieval

State-Dependent 
Memory: returning to the 
original state (i.e. drunk 
state) n which a memory 

took place allows for 
retrieval of said memory

Context-Dependent 
Memory: returning to the 

original context (i.e. a 
room) of a memory 

allows for retrieval of said 
memory

Mood-Congruent 
Memory: memories 

associated with certain 
moods are retrieved 
when the same or 

similar mood occurs 
again

Memories are held in storage 
by "webs," which allow for 
memory retrieval through 

association

Primacy Effect: 
ability to easily 
recall earlier 

information if a 
delay occurs 

after the 
information was 
initally presented

ex) you are showed up on a 
date, thus launching you 
into a bad mood. As a 

result, you revive memories 
of other event that occured 
when you were in, or forced 

into, a bad mood.

Retrieval Cues: bits of 
information which, if 

associated with a memory, 
help to retreive said 

memory 



Retreival: Getting 
Info Out

3 Measures of 
Retention

Recall- retrieiving info that 
is not currently in your 

concious awareness but 
was learned at an earlier 

time

Recognition- 
identifying items 

previously 
learned

Relearning- 
learning something 

more quickly the 
2nd or later time

Overlearning- 
additional 
rehersal, 
increases 
retention

Synaptic Changes
Brain communities via 

neurotransmitters

When learning occurs, 
serotonin is released

Long-Term 
Potentiation Stimulating certain memory circuit 

connections makes more connections and 
allows for less prompting to release 

neurotransmitters

Study in this could lead to 
advances in medicine 

relating to memory 

Memory takes time to 
consolidate information into 

long-term memory


